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The trends of globalization and intercultural communication influence education in most 
countries of the world. The implementation of content and language integrated learning (CLIL) 
is a big challenge for Thai content teachers and professional development programs. It is 
not easy for both teachers and learners who are non-native speakers of English. In Thailand, 
English is used as a foreign language, so teachers try to find out the most appropriate teaching 
approach to develop learners’ English skills in order to serve the trends of globalization. This 
article expresses the idea of CLIL in Thailand, including challenges of implementing CLIL in
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Thai context, CLIL materials, and steps to successful material development in the Thai context. 
Additionally, it explains the problems of using CLIL among Thai teachers and learners. The 
goal is to understand principles that should be considered when adapting or designing CLIL 
materials for teaching in classrooms. Consecutive steps to implement materials to CLIL class
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are alternative for teachers to create the successful teaching. It can incorporate elements of the 
learner’s first language and culture effectively. Furthermore, appropriate materials can be used in 
the classroom to help motivate learners.

I N T R O D U C T IO N C L IL  IN  E D U C A T IO N A L  S Y S T E M
In recent years, English language teaching has focused on 
teaching the language rather than teaching how the lan
guage is learned because the number of English teachers 
today tries to teach learners with the correct methodolo
gy, like vocabulary, grammar, expression, or collocations. 
Moreover, the English teachers teach learners through 
context. Therefore, Contents and Language Integrat
ed Learning (henceforth, CLIL) is used in teaching and 
learning to enhance the Thai learners’ English proficiency, 
and the content teachers are required to be responsible for 
teaching content subjects through the foreign language. 
Unfortunately, Thai content teachers have not been trained 
to teach their subjects in the foreign language, so they lack 
the methodological changes required in these contexts. 
They are unsure about the way they should perform in the 
CLIL class because these methods differ from the way they 
have been trained. The focus of tins paper aims to propose 
the challenges of implementing CLIL in the Thai context, 
and the steps to implement materials to fit the needs of the 
CLIL classroom are presented.

Content and Language Integrated Learning is an integrative 
approach winch learners are taught with both content and 
language simultaneously. It is used as an instructional me
dium for teaching non-language subject classes (e.g. mathe
matics, history, geography, etc.). CLIL, therefore, emphasiz
es the learning and teaching of content and language, related 
to cultural, enviromnental, and learning matters based on 
content-based learning and English teaching methodologies 
(Coyle, Hood, & Marsh, 2010). Floris (2014) supported that 
CLIL refers to an educational method in winch foreign or, 
in tins case, English is used as a medium of instruction with 
the content. CLIL is seen as an umbrella tenn for all those 
procedures winch some fonns of specific and academic lan
guage support are given to learners so that they are able to 
facilitate their learning of the content through that language 
(Nowak, 2011). As a consequence, CLIL is the programs 
of teaching and learning winch convey an innovative idea 
to enhance the learning of foreign language in the mono
lingual enviromnent (Coyle, Hood & Marsh 2010). CLIL 
is renowned throughout Europe; however, adaptation is
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